SUNDAY TIMES OF INDIA, KANPUR
JUNE 6, 2010

2

TIMES CITY

From London to Delh

for a noble cause

Abhinav Malhotra | TNN

Kanpur: Have you ever heard of any
xpedition commencing from far off
sondon in Europe to Delhi in Asian
iub-continent that too on the wheels?
fou might have heard a lot about such
hrilling expeditions but the one which
ve are mentioning here is really a dif-
erent one as this long voyage was
Nlanned with an objective of raising
noney for animals by seeking mone-
ary donations through a website

(www.londondelhibyroad.com) of
he travellers.

Meet Tushar and Pooja Agarwal, a
JK-based couple who is presently on
| voyage to India to pursue their dream
f travelling on a longer route, a route
vhich made them to cross over inter-

1ational borders of 15 countries which -

ncluded England, France, Belgium,
Iolland, Germany, Czech Republic,
‘oland, Ukraine, Russia, Kazakhstan,
Jzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, China, Nepal
nd India. Interestingly; the two cov
red their entire journey by a
sep except that they reached
‘rance from UK via English
‘hannel in a ship. 3.

The two enthusiasts -
tarted their journey from Y
ondon on April 17 after ;
eing flagged off by Ji-
:ndra Kumar, cultural {is
=cretary at the Indian Em- »‘a
assy in UK, and entered e
adia from Sunauli border §
it India-Nepal border) and fi-
ally drove from Gorakhpur to %
ucknow to reach Kanpur. So far,
1e two have travelled for almost 11,500
ms in the past 49 days. They now plan
yreach Delhi via Agra on the 51st day
[ their journey on June 6 to mark the
ad of their trip which began with two
ims - to explore those parts of the
'orld that are less travelled and less
nown and to raise awareness among
zople in countries on route as to how
1ey can look after their animals bet-
.

Tushar, a software programmer,
appens to be a son of a businessman
L Russia, and Pooja, an insurance bro-
ar whose mother is a teacher in New
elhi, hails from Delhi. It was in Jan-
ary 2009 when Tushar expressed his
ish of driving from London to Delhi
\a road route to which his wife Poo-

agreed in one go. But it was also de-
ded that the trip should serve two
Irposes - that along with travelling,
“for animals should also be

d by spreadmg awmness 1n aJl

- e LRy

BRAVEHEARTS: Tushar and Pooja Agarwal, London-based Indian couple who drove more than 11,500
kms from London to reach Delhi. The duo were in the city on Saturday. (Left) The couple during
their expedition

way.
“It was in

to travel from
London to Delhi.
W After working out
the cost of the journey
and making necessary re-
search as to which route to follow and
what essential items need to be cart
ried along, we purchased a vehicle in
UK. We also made a checklist of other
necessary items like medicines, a wa-
tertank, chargers, a camping gear,
sleeping bags, cameras etc before mak-
ing a final move”, said Tushar while
narrating about the basic purchases
they had made before leaving London.

“We took a break from work for this
trip which was the biggest sacrifice
made on our part,” the couple said.
‘When asked how close they were from
the realisation of their dreams, Tushar
said, “We are very close now. We just
have to cover 500 kms more to mark
the end of the journey which started
amid a lot of apprehensions. On reach-
ing Delhi at @utub Minar on June 6, it
would be like a dream coming true for
me in which Pooja made a lot of con-
tributions.” He was quick to add about

such an expedition, “In my childhood
days, my father who was fond of trav-
elling used to take me along on long
distances via road route. Those were
good experiences on my side. The oth-
er experience that came little handy
was travelling from southern end of
UK to the northern end. We made three
such successful attempts which was
enough for us to understand that some-
thing of this kind (expedition) is quite
possible.”

When asked what hardships they
faced during the journey, Tushar said,
“We faced difficulties in China because
of high altitudes and rough terrains.
One late night, we had to drive down-
wards from 16,000 feet as Pooja was
finding it tough to breathe. Further
problems poured in when the jeep
stopped in the way. I got nervous for a
moment but in the meanwhile, the ve-
hicle re-started and we reached a place
where it was comparatively easy to
breathe and relax. Last but least, we
could not take bath in China during
the eight days of drive due to absence
of water at great heights. Rest, God
was kind to us on our entire journey.”

The two had something even better

to narrate. They told TOI that pegple”

of Uzbekistan gave them a very warm

with great respect and dignity in
Uzbekistan. People were very helpful
and cooperative. This can be gauged
from the fact that we were not fined
for over speeding there. The police of-
ficials, on knowing that we were Indi-
ans, gave us a word of advice for not
over speeding and allowed us to go.
This was something very heart touch-
ing."” The two used to start journey at
9am and end it before the sunset. Poo-
ja who acted as a navigator on the en-
tire journey was a driver in emergency.

When asked what their future plans
are, the Agarwals said, “Now we are
more confident, so we will leave for a
bigger voyage in the next trip. We plan
to go on a tour of all the seven conti-
nents in the similar manner. We also
plan to write a book on the experiences
we had on our journey. The book will
also consist of valuable tips as to what
are essential arrangements one should
make before embarking on a tour of
this type.” Interestingly, the tour by.
Agarwals has a Kanpur connection
too. Vinit Jain, (director of a compa-
ny which manufactures anti-explosive
fuel tanks) and a friend of Agarwals
gifted them with a set of special tanks

in which the tWo CAFFIea Petrpr o
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